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L unavoidably periſh, notwithſtanding all that 
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tion of Mankind. 


— 


$5 Wo ABSOLUTE 
Predeſtination 


Not SCRIPTUR AL: 
Or ſome 


QUERIES 


Upon a Doctrine which I heard Preach'd, 1704. 
to a People call d - 'udependents, at Cocker- 
mautb in Cumberland, viz. That the Covenant 
and Decree were made between God and Chriſt 
from Eternity, concerning Man's Predeſtination, 


or Election; and that thoſe whom God was 


pleas'd to make Choice of then, muſt be ſav d.; 
Man baving no Hand therein. 


- 8 | | 

The plain Conſequence of which Doctrine is, 
That thoſe who were not then Elected, can- 
not poiſibly be ſav d; but by an Abſolute De- 
cree of Reprobation, or Non-Eleſtion, muſt 


Chrift hath done and ſuffer'd, and is doing 
by his Grace and Holy Spirit, for the Salta- 


»* By FANE FEARON: 
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ite -Hart-Court, in Matious-Street, 1705. 
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HAT which is chiefly 
vi armed at in Prapaſing theſe 

. {| *« following Qu ERIES, , Frrſt, 6 
Alert the Honour dn Glory 
"the Holy Ommnipoteut G O Dig 
vn . was Himſelf Proclarmeds 
The: Lord, tbe Lord GD, Mers 
» | - crfuk and Gracious, Lang- ſufering 
iN. and (abundant in GCootineſs au. 
Truth; Rec ping Mercy fur Tuhoua 
ſands, forgromg. Iniquityñ and Tran 
greſſion, and Sin, &c. Exod. 245 
8j 7. But whether: it abe 0 Hon 
aun GOD, by the preſenti g Him a 
Author of all the Sin an  Taquiy 
TYUN A 2 of. 
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To the Reader? 


of all Kinds that have been com- 


' matted ſince the Foundation of the 


World; I leave to the unpreju- 


diced Reader to judge: For if \ 


G 0 D ;bath,Decreed what ever 
cometh to paſs, as this Doctrine 
ſJuggeſts,. how can it be otheranſe * | 


5 Secondly, 7% manifeſt my Duty 


aud Love % my Neighbours, B '*- |. -* 


fung it will be readil granted, we 


d 
| { 
are not under the Lamm, but un- = 


der. Erace; (according as it is 


written, The Law «was given * £ 


— 


Moſes, but Grace and T rut 6. 4 
came by Fe ſus Cbriſt 1 John Fo . # 
17.) and therefore "ought to cmd 8 
farther then the Levitical La-, P 
wherein it was dritten, Thou © 
ſnalt not. ſee thy Brothers Ox or .| bh 
his Sheep go aſtray, Oc. Denn. EH 
22.1. But born much is a Man th 
5 3 better 2 


* — — — = - = - 


Io the Reader. 1 

better than an Ox or Sbeep; being \ 

| the Soul of Man is Immortal, am 4 

\ mut either be .Capable of Joy and 
Felicity, or Wo and Miſery, World 

without End? And therefore I 

|; dare not ſeu, Pillows, under the 
Arme bules of any, nor deal wth 
Flattery, nor fear the 'Frowns of. 

+ | -+ fucb as Tam engag d with ; know 
3 ing of I ſtrive to pleaſe. Mien, I 
hall not be the Servant of Chriſt. 


3 Thirdl 5 To clear my mn 
I. Soul of the Blood of ſuch, by gt- 
ding them warning, according to the 
| Saying of ibe Lord to the Pro. 
le , phet, If thou warn the Wicked 
of his way, to turn from it; if 
he do not turn from his way, 
+ | * He ſhall Die in his Iniquity, bu 


* 
by — 
. 
of 


| 2 haſt delivered | thy Soul 
| „ 9. - - 1 
Tas A 3 When 


To the Reader. 


hen J undertook to vurite, 1 
did intend Brevity, but. could not 
compoſe 2t fo ſhort as 1 de /i red, 
and be intelligible in the Matter; 
but if the Reader do but ſerwuſly 
con ider, the "greateſt part 1s Seri . | 
ture, and worthy to be obſerv'd, 
and which we oug Dy" 10 have a 
Reverend Eſteem F, general, 
20 mare eſpeciall of tha which 
as ſpoken 'by GOD, and our 
Bus Feſus Chriſt, abs the Suy- 
mos of the Prophets; and the 
Dari of the Apoſtles," who un- 
| der flood the Mind of Chriſt ; and 
as in Herwuſneſs it "45 READ, 
and Prejudice kept out, ſo it may be 
of Benefit : Which is thi fmcere: Do- 
| five of a Lover of ot Souls i 
| 1 . w" 
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eing God was pleaſed in the Begin- 
0 ning to Create Adam ia the likenels of 
himſelf, and place him in the Garden of E- 
den, in a State of Innocency, Holineſs, Puff. 
ty and Wiſdom, that he could give Names 
to all Cattle, and to the Fowls of the, Ait, 
and to every Beaſt. of the Field, ac. 
cording to their. Natures; and God ſaw al 
that he had made, Was. very Good, and he 
gave. Mankind; Dominion. over the work: 
& ofhis hands; as the Plalmilt, ſpeaking of 
the dignity wherein Man was placed, in the 
admiration of Gods great Goodneſs to Man, 
faith, [hou ha Cronugd, bim with 7 
and Hanour; Thin madeſt um to hive BH. 
vion over the works of thy hands, thou H 
all things under his Feet, P | 


whether Wage Lols and Fele 0 
175 4 . 


* 


(2) | 
of Gods Abſolute Decree from Eernity, or 
by reaſon of his own Tranſgreffion ? If it 
ſhould be faid, By rea ſon of God's Abſolute 
Decree; how doth it contradict God's 
Sentence pronounced upon him, Gez. 3. 17. 
Becaaſe thou haſt harkened to the voice of . 
Wife, and _baſt eaten of the Tree of which I 
aa 1vg, Thos ful wat eat of 
i ad het: it. ite bo 1 oi 


QUERY 2. Whether Cain had not a fay 
of Viſication' given him of God, and con- 
 ditionally acceptance with him? Accordin 
to that ſaying by the Lord unto him, Why 
art thou wroth, and why is thy countenance fal- 
len? Tf thou, doft well thou ſhalt be accepted, 
Cook in the old Tranſlation)but if thou fir 
wot wel, Sin lyeth at the door, Gen. 4.6, 7. 
Now if we ſay, the acceptance is by an E. 
ternall, Abſolute Decree, and not in the well: 
doing, is not thisto contradict God himſelſ, 
2 2, conſequently no leſs than Blas phe- 
my? II.. — f 1 1 


© QUERT z. Whether Es was rejected 
by an Eternal Abſolute Decree, before he 
Id his birthright? Seeing the Apoſtle 
alth, For je Eno how that afterward, when 
te would haue inherited the bleſſing, be was re. 
4 +» a jected | 


„ 
1 
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(3) 
jetted ; for he found no place of Repentanze, 
though he ſought it carefully with tears, Heb. 
12, 17. Now perhaps I ſhall here meet 
with an Objection, becauſe it was ſaid un- 


to Rebecca, The Elder ſhall ſerve the younger x 


as it is written, Jacob have I Loved, and Eſau 
have Thated, Rom. 9. 12, 13. But why FE/as 


was hated,read Obadiah the firſt Chap, and 
10. v. For thy violence againſt thy brother Ja- 
cob, ſhame ſhall cover thee, and thou ſbalt be 
cut off for ever: That Sentence, Jacob have I 
loven, and Eſau have I hated, was written b 

Malachi, long after this time; but that which 
was ſpoken of them before they were born, 


Was, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Tounger ; which 


ſentence may alſo be taken Allegoricaly, re- 


lating to the Firſt and Second Birth, ſpok- 


en of to Nicodemus by our” Blefſed Lord, 
John 3. 5.viz. Veri, Verily I ſay unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spi- 
rit, he cannot enter into the Ring dom of God; 
and ſeeing Chriſt our Lord layeth the 
whole ſtreſs of entring into the kingdom 
of God, upon being born again of the Se- 
cond birth, well might it be faid, T be Elder 


Dall jerye the Younger, or the firſt Nature 


give way to the Second ſeeing that by the 
mer we are al Children of wrath, as the A- 
poſtle faith, ever as ot bers. Eph, 2. 3. 80 
as | While 


while Mankind remaineth in this, he is in 
the ſtate of Reprobation; but when the firſt 


Nature or Bitth giveth place tothe Second, 


and Mankind comes to be born again of that 
Seed that's Incorraptible by the word of God, 
: which liveth and abideth for ever, 1 Pet. I. 23. 
He's in a ſtate. of Election, and loved of 
God, which anſwers to that ſentence, Jacob 
hawe I lowed;&c. And likewiſe as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh concerning Iſhmael and Iſaac, which 


things, ſaith he, are an Allegory, for theſe 


are the two Covenants ; the one from Moant 
Sinai, which Genareth to Bondage, which is 
Agar&c. but Jeruſalem which is above i free, 
which is the. Mother of us all, Gal. 4. 24, 26. 
which (alſo) relates to the Second birth, and 


that we ſhould all be born of, if the Chil- 


dren of Election or Promiſe : but as the A- 
poſtle ſaid, As then, he that mas born after the 
Hab, perſecuted him that was born after the Spi- 
rit; even ſo it is aownevertheleſs what ſaith the 
Seripture;? Caſt out the bond-woman and her 
Son, for the Son of the bond-· woman ſhall nat 
be heir with the Son of the free. woman, veri. 
29, 30. Which is as much as to lay, The 
Firſt Nature in which we are Children 
of Wrath, cannot be heir of the King - 
dom of God; but ſuch as know the ſecond 
to have Dominion, which is that Jo 
. 22 


(53) 
and Liberty, the ſame Apoitle exhorted 
the Galatians ſtand faſt in, ſaying, where- 
with here Chriſt bath made us, free 
Gal. 5. 1. Perhaps I may alſo meet with ag 
Objection, becaule it was ſaid unto Phas 
raoh, For this cauſe have I raiſed thee up, far 
to ſhew in thee my Power, and that my u 
may be declared throughout all the-Earth Exogs 
1 9. 16. but wherefore it was ſo ſaid may 
be ſeen in Exod. 3. 7, 8, . viz. Aud the Lord 


in 
, ſt 
d, 
at 
a, 
. 
of 
* 


5 


1 ſaid, I hade ſurely ſeen the affliction of my Peo- 
4 ple which are in Egy pt, and have beard thein 


cry, by reaſon-of their 'T ask*maſters ; for I non 
i their; ſorrows and I am come down'to deliver 
1 | them out of the hand of the Egyptians, aud I 
# have alſo ſeen theoppreſſion wherewith the Eg p- 
tians oppreſs' them; and Moſes and Aa- 
ron were ſent unto Pharaoh, to declare 
God's mind concerning his People; but 
when he would not hear ken unto them, but 
| faid, Who. is the Lord, that I ſhould obey his 
I FPoice, to let Iſrael go? I Know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Iſrael go; Exod. 5. 2. when 
he would not hearken to the Lord nor obey 
bis Voice, then his heart was hardned) as 
the Lord ſaid, I wil harden Pharadh*s heurtg 
which is the future Tenſe, or the time 
which is to come, and therefore not from 
Eternit. | = 


QUE \ 


( 


QE RT 4. Whether was it by an Eter- 
nal Abſolute Decree,that Sodom and Gomor- 
ah were deſtroyed ? Seeing the Lord faid, 
Becauſe the try of Sodom and Gomorah 7s 


great, and becauſe their Sin is very grievous, I 
will go down nom and ſee whether they have done 


altogether according to the cry of it, &c. Gen, 
18. 20, 21. And altho he found their Sin 


er ee Abrahams interceſſion 


would haveſpared Sodom, withit's Inhabi- 
tants, if there had been but ten righteous 
Perſons in it; and ſurely it there had been 
any Abſolute Decree from Eternity for 


their Deſtruction, 'God would have made 
it known to Abraham, and when he ſo reve- 


rently interceded for them, would rather 
have told him, I have Decreed their De- 
ſtruction, than ſo far have condeſcended to 
him, till it came to the number of ten righ- 
teous Perſons ; ſeeing the Lord ſaid, Shall [ 
hide from Abraham, that thing which I dof 
v. 17. 1. _ 
QUERY ;. Why ſhould the Lord 
pive his People conditional acceptance with 
im, as may be underſtood by calling unto 


Moſes out of the Mountain, ſaying, Thus, ſbalt 


thou ſay unto the houſe of Jacob, and tell the 


th Wo Ws 


8 &@ 


concerning that which he made Impolſible 


(7) | 
Children of Iſrael, Te have ſeen what I did am- | 
to the Egyptians, and how ¶ bare you' as on | 
Eagles Wings, and brought you unto my Self ; U 
nowtherefore if ye will obey my voice indeed, and a 
keep my Covenant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar | 
treaſure unto me? Exod. 19. 3, 4, 5. So | 
they entred into covenant with the Lord, 
and ſaid, Al that the Lord bath ſpoken,we will 
do: v. 8. Notwithſtanding they rebelled a- 
gaight him, and their Carcaſſes fell in the 
Wilderneſs, and therefore whether was it pl 
by an Eternal Abſolute. Decree; or be- | 
cauſeof their rebellion ? Ifby an Eternal Ab- 1 
ſolute Decree, how by this Doctrine do 
'they makeGod the greateſt of Diſſemblers, 
viz, Fo make a Covenant with his People, 


for them to have the benefit of 


©, QUERY6. Whether Kor ab, Dar han and 
Abiram*s Deſtruction, was becauſe of their 
rebellion, or becauſe it was Abſolutely de- 
creed from Eternity? If it ſhould, be ſaid, 
Becauſe it was Abſolutely decreed from E- 
ternity; how doth that con trad ict Mofe 5, 
who laid, If rheſe men Die the common Death 
of all men, &c. then the Lord hath not ſent me ; 
but if the Lord make a new thing, and the Eorth 


open her mouth and Swallow them up, with a 
| n 


( (8 ) 
that | ippertain'to hem, and they go down quick 


men have provoke the Lori, Num. 16. 29, 
30, which they could not do from Eternt- 


95 2 7 0 had: a being. 


RY 7: Wherefore ſhobld Mos 
; * che Children of Iſrael? T call Heaven 
And Eurtb to record this day againſt you, that 1 
hoe ſet before jou Lie and Ba Bla 

and Car fing, therefore chooſe” Hes that' both 

rb and ti Seed may Live, hat thou mayeſ 
Love the Lori tj 655 and that thou muyeſt o- 
55, 1g Tolce, 4 and lege unto Hin "Rec. Dent. 
2 87 Now we ſee Gpon Tagh and 
carta, they might have had Life, 


10 ke Bleſs g otherwiſe Death, and the - 4 


Curſe was to be their Portion: Why ſhbuld 


Toles ſay,, Chooſe Life, jy it had been. 


poffible for them to chooſe it? and if 
their deſtruction hach been Abſolutely De- 
creed from Eternity, it would have been 
fe h to this Doctrine. 2 


)ERT S. Moreover when 198 had 
600 them what curſes ſhould befall them, 
like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
as may be read at large in Deut. 29. 
Chop. So that the Nations ſhouldſay,Where- 


fore 


into the Pit, then ye ſhall under unt that theſe 


— „ bots. np nx. 4A re tl ac % »w_nw 0 


So (9) 
fore bath the Lord done thus ants this Lind? 


what meaneth the heat of this great anger? 
then men ſhall ſay, becauſe they have for ſaben 
the Covenant of the Lord Gol of their Fathers, 
&c. v. 24, 25. But if it was Abſolutely 
Decreed from Eternity, might it not rathet᷑ 
be ſaid, it Was ne deſert of theirs} the 
could no way avoid it, God's Abſolute 


eree from Eterniiy brought it upon them; 


N how by this Doctrine man's DE 
ruct ion is'lai upon God, Contrary ro'the 
ſaying of the Lord by the Prophice (8. 
IT 2 thou haſt deſtroyed thy [Af but in mb 
ty help, Hof. 13. 9. 26117 de 


bote da cla 111114 


ENT ee v ſhoul# Joſbua when 
draw his laſt breath; thus 


he was near 
direct his Speech to the Children of If 7 


and ſay, Behold this da] amgoing the way 


all the Earth, an ye know in all your hear 

and in all your Souls, that not one thing hath 
failed of all the 500d things 'whith he Lord 
Your God bath le, concerning un, all are 


come to paſs unto gon, and not one thing hath 


Failed thereof”; therefore. it ſhalt come 30 paſs, 
thit us all good things art come upon you, whith 
the Lord your God promiſed jou; So ſhall the 
Lord bring upon you all evil things, until he 
hath-aeſtroyed you, & c. Joſs 23.14, I5. 

The 


in vain? 


.. 


(10.) wr 
The firſt was upon the Condition that 
they took good heed to their ſelves, and 
that they loved the Lord their God ; and 
the latter when they tranſgreſſed the Co- 
venant of the Lord their God, and ſerved 
other Gods; Joſhua although filled with 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Courage, and had 
ſuch acceſs to the Throne of God, as at his 
requeſt the Sun ſtood ſtill for the ſpace of a 
whole day, he did not tell the Children of 
Iſrael, firſt, That it was becauſe they were 
of the number of Gods Elect, from al E- 
ternity, ſurely if it had been ſo, God would 
have made it known to him, that not one 
thing hath failed of all thegood things; and 
Secondly, that} they were not of the Elect 
but of that number that were under Eter- - 
nal Reprobation, that all the Evil things 


ſhould come upon them; for according to 


this Doctrine, they muſt he one while this, 


and angther that, unleſs they would degy 


Jaſbua's dying Words; who told the 
People how they might Chuſe the good, 
and eſchew the evil, but if it was impoſſi- 
ble by Gods Abſolute Decree, to chuſe 
good &. Then Joſpua's Exhortation was 


W115 


: ö l * 


* Tal x 


(29) 


'., QUERY io. Why ſhould Deborah thus 
ſay in her Song, Carſe je Meroz ( ſaid the 
Angel of the Lord) curſe ye bitterly the inhabi- 
tants thereof, becauſe they came not to the 
help of the Lord againſt the mighty, Judges 
5. 23. if it was ſo decreed that they could 
not? Was it not hard meaſure to be ſo bitter- 
ly curſed, for not doing that which was 


impoſſible? And according to this Doctrine 


it was ſo. 


OUERT II. What was the reaſon that 
Hannah ſhould thus ſay, The Lord is 4 God, 


ef knomleage, and by him actions are weighed? 


1Sam.2:3.and doth not rather ſay, he taketh 
no notice of the actions of mankind,whether 


good or bad? For according to this Doctrine 


it cannot be otherwiſe : And how doth this 
alſo lead into a diſſolute life, void of true 
fear, or down into deſpair ? I have ſeen the 
man that was under excerciſe of mind for 


the good of his Soul, and amongſt others he 


went to hear Sermons, and he heard one 
hold forth for Doctrine, i hat, ſuch as belong 
to the Election of Grace, ſhould be plackt as 
a Brand out of the Fire, or as with a three- 


fold Cord; believing ſuch Doctrine, he 


run into a diſſolute Life; and one took 
401 B Notice 


6 


(18) 
Notice of it to be worſe than before, and 
* ſpoke to him concerning it; and told him 
of the time when it was better with him ; 
and his Reply was, If God will have me, 
let him fetch me with a threefold Cord; in 
as much as there was no need for him to 
be concern'd ; and if he ſhould, it would 
be to no purpoſe; now whether the Do- 
ctrine of this Preacher did not ſome way 
occaſion the poor Man's Diſſoluteneſs and 
3 Reſolution, deſerves to be con- 
ider'd. | 


QUERY 12. Is not this Doctrine of 
abſolute Reprobation, contrary to the 
Meſſage that the Man of God came with 
to old Eli, in the Name of the Lord? 
1 Sam. 2. 30. For them that Honour 
me, I will Honour; and they that deſpiſe me, 
all be lightly eſteemed. 24 


QUERY iz. Wherefore ſhould David 
ſay, The Lord rewarded me according to my | 
Righteouſneſs, according to the Cleanneſs of 
my Hands, hath he recompenſed me? 
2 Sam. 22. 21. And doth not rather ſay, 
Becauſe of God's abſolute Decree from E- 
ternity he hath rewarded me ? 


Gk. 


by... 
ww 
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If it ſhould be ſaid, Becauſe God had de- 


(19) 


QUERY 14. Now if there had been 


ſuch a Decree, why ſhould David ſo com- 
mand his Son Solomon to keep The Charge 
of the Lord his God, to walk in his ways, 
to keep his Statutes and his Commandments, 
r That the Lord may continue his Word 
which he ſpoke concerning me, [aying, If thy 
Children Ly heed to heir tg th be- 
fore me in Truth, with all their Heart, and 
with all their Soul, there ſhall not fail thee 
a Man on the Throne of Iſrael? 1 Kings 2. 
3, 4. May we not ſee here that the 
Lord promiſed it upon Condition, but 
the Condition was not obſerved; ſo whe . 
ther muſt the Fault have been, on Gods part 
or Mans, if there was ſuch an abſolute De- 
cree before Man had a Being, that he 
ſhould tranſgreſs ? By this is not God 


made the Author of Mans Tranſgreſſion, 
| * Leſs can that be than Blaſphe- 
my? 


QUERT 15. And whether was 4hab's 


Deſtruction, pronounced upon him, x 


Kznes 21. by reaſon of the Eternal De- 
cree, or becauſe he had fo highly pro- 
voked the Lord, in the matter of Naboth ? 


B 2 creed 
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an abſolute Decree, why did The Spirit 
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ereed he ſhould do ſo wickedly, that he 


might deſtroy: him; how doth this Do- 


ctrine make God the Author of Naboth's 


Murder; and not only Naboth's, but of 
all the Murder and Blood - ſhed from Abel? 


Wherefore muſt Ahab be puniſhed, for 


that he could no way avoid? Oh! my 
Soul come not thou into their Secret, net- 
ther take hold of their Paths, who teach 
ſuch Doctrine. | 

' QUERY 16. Now if there had been 
ſuch an Abſolute Decree from Eternity, 
why would David have expreſſed himſelf 
on this wife; And thou Solomon, my Son, 


know thou the God of thy Father, and ſerve 


bim with a perfect Heart, and with 4 wil- 
ling Mind; for the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, 


and under ſtanaeth all the Imaginations of 

the Thoughts; if thou ſeek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forſake him, he © 
will caſt thee off for ever, 1 Chron. 28. 9, 
Now if the Acceptance was by the De- 
cree before- mention'd, what need was 
there for David ſo to command his Son, 


and ſo plainly ſhe upon what Conditions 


God would be found of him? 


; QUERT 17. If there had been fuch 


Elks «© 33 


(21) 
of God come upon Azariah; ſo that he 
went out to meet Ala, and ſaid unto him, 
Hear ye me, Ala, and all Judah and Benja- 
min, the Lord is with you, while ye be with 
bim; and if ye ſeek him, he will be found of 
gau; but if ye forſake him, he, will forſake 
you? 2 Chron. 15, 1, 2. Now whether is 
Man's Deſtruction by an Eternal abſolute 
Decree, or for want of ſeeking the Lord, 
feeing he will be found of thoſe that ſeek 
him? And likewiſe did not Ezra confirm it 
in theſe Words; The hand of our God is up 
all them for good that ſeek him, but his Power 
and his Wrath is againſt all them that for- 
ſake him? (And faid he) So we faſted and be- 
fought our God for this, and he was int: 
treated of us, Ezra 8. 22, 23. Nov if it 
had been Abſolutely decreed from Eter- 
nity, what need of ſo much Faſting and 
ſeeking God? And alſo Nehemiah ſaid on 
this wiſe unto the Lord, Remember, I be- 
ſeech thee , the Mord thou commandeſt thy 


Servant Moſes, ſaying, If ye tranſgreſs, 1 


will ſcatter you abroad among the Nations ; 
bat. if ye turn anto me, and keep my Com- 
manaments, and do them, tho" there were 
of. you caſt out unto the uttermoſt part of 

the Heaven, yet will I gather them from 
©", ER > 5 thence » 
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thence, and will bring them into the Platt 
that I have choſen, to ſet my Name there, 
Neh. 1. 8, 9. May not we ſee that there 
are always Conditions required, which if 
obſerved, Men are accepted of God; and 
if not obſerved, they are rejected? Where's 
then the Abſolute Decree? lap 


+ QUERY 18, Whether that Decree the 
Pſalmiſt ſpoke: of; doth not ſignify God's 
Univerſal Love to Mankind? viz, I wil 
declare the Decree, The Lord hath ſaid unto 
me, Thou art my Son, this Day bade ] be- 
got ten thee ;\ ark of me, and ſhall give thee | 
the Heathen'for thine Inheritance, and the 


uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſ- 
fon, Plal. 2. 7, 8. Now if the Heathen 
are given for an Inheritance, and the ut- 


termoſt parts of the Earth for a Poſſeſſion, | 


to the Son of God. Where's then the 


Number that's abfolutely decreed from 
Eternity for Damnation f beds | 7 


3 
2 


iſe Man doth not ſignify 2 on I 
"vB,  Wiſaom 


1 ctgeth without, ſhe uttrreth her Voice in the 
| | 1 | Streets: 


+.» LVERY 19. Whether the Saying of 
the * ro | 
vperſal Love to Mankind 


e 


Streets: She cryeth in the chief Place of 


Concogrſe, in the openings of the Gates, in 
the City ſhe attereth her Words, ſaying ; 
How long, ye Simple ones, will ye love Sim- 
plicity , and the Scorners Delight in Scora- 
ing, and Fools hate Knowledge ? Turn you 
at my Reproof , behold I will pour out my 
Spirit unto you, I will make known my Words 
unto you, Prov. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. 
Now if the Simple, and the Scorners, and 


the Fools, upon Condition of Turning at 


the Voice of Wiſdom, had the Promiſe of 
the Pouring forth of the Spirit, which un- 
doubtedly was able to work a Change in 


their Hearts, according to the Saying of 


the Prophet, when the Spirit ſhall be pour- 
ed upon us from on high, the Wilderneſs 
{hal} become 4 fruitful Field, &c. Ia. 
32. 15. Where's then the Number that's 
abſolutely decreed from Eternity for Dam- 
nation? But if it ſhould be objected, Al- 
though Wiſdom did cry to the very worſt 


of Men, as it appears; yet ſuch as were 


Abſolutely predeſtinated to Damnation, 
could not turn at her Reproof; would 
not this render God a hard Malter, and 
alſo a Mocker of ſuch as Wiſdom called to, 


as firſt to make jt impoſſible by his Abſo- 


"at OT lute 
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lute Decree, and then call to them to de 


that which he had made impoſſible? 
QUE RT 20. Why ſhould the Wiſe 


Man ſay? Let us hear the Concluſion of the 
whole Matter, Fear God and\keep his Com- 
mandments; for this is the whole Duty of 
Man. For God ſhall bring every Worb into 


"Judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
i be Good, or whether it be Evil? Eccleſ. 


T2. 13, 14. For if God by his Abſo- 


lately Decree has made it impoſſible for 
the greateſt part of Mankind to fear him, 
and keep his Commandments, and yet 
will bring every Work to Judgment, whe- 


ther Good or Evil, would not this alſo 


render him unmerciſul; to bring ſuch un- 
der Judgment for doing Evil, to whom 
he made it impoſſible to do good, or to 
fear him, and keep his Commandments ?: 


ODER 21. And again, do not the 
Words of the Prophet Iſaian prove God's 
Univerſal Love to Mankind? viz. It & 


n 
* . - . 
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ends of the Earth, Iſai 49. 6. And if Chriſt 
is for Salvation to the Ends of the Earth; 
as Iſalah ſaith in another Place, Look; unto 
me, and be ye ſaved all the ends of the 
Earth. &c; Iſai. 45. 22. Where is5the 
Number that's abſolutely: decreed from 
Eternity for Damnation ? 


QUERY 22. If it had been abſolutely 
decreed from Eternity, wherefore ſhould 
the Prophet Jeremiah be commanded by 
the Lord, to proclaim the Deſolation of 
the Jews for their Sins, and ſay, Hear ye 
the Word of the Lord, O Nings of Judah, 
and Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, Thus ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Be. 
bold, I will bring Evil upon this Place, the 


which whoſoever heareth, his Ears ſhall tin- 


gle ; becauſe they have forſaken me, (mark, 


then not: becauſe of an Abſolute Decree 


from Eternity) and filled this Place with 
the Blood of Innoc:nts; they have built al. 
fo the high Places of Baal, to.burn their Sons 
with Fire, for Burnt-Offerings unto Baal, 
which I comm anaed not, nor ſpake it, nei- 
ther came ii into my Mind, Jer. 19. 3, 45 
5. Now by this doth it not appear, that 


God never decreed the Burning of their 


Sons, although it came to Pals 3 but ac. 


cording 


— 
0 — * * 
* 
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cording to this Abſolute Predeſtinarian 
Doctrine, how is God made Guilty of the 


ſtanding he had declared by his Prophet, 
he commanded it not, nor ſpake it, neither 
came it into his Mind? r 


QUERT 23. Moreover how is that Say- 
ing of the Prophet Ezekie/, contradictory 
to that Doctrine of abſolute Reprobation ? 
wiz. Say unto them, As I Live, ſaith the 
Lord God, I have no Pleaſare in the Death 
of the Witked, bat that the Wicked turn 
from bis Way and Live, Ezek. 33. 11. 


Now is there any thing more certain than 


that God liveth? And therefore will it 


not follow,ſo certain it is that he delighteth 


not in the Death of the Wicked? 


-- QUERT 24-Furthermore whether God, 
who is long- ſuffering, gracious, ſlow to 
Anger, and full of Mercy, is not rendred 


by this Doctrine leſs Merciful than Ve- 


buchadnec car? who although he caſt the 
Servants of the Moſt High God into the 
Fire, yet he commanded them firft to be 
brought before him, and ſaid unto them, 


ts i true, O Shadrach, Meſhach , and A- 


bednego ? . Do 


| worſ hip 


Blood of theſe poor Innocents, notwith- 
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wor(bip the: Golden Image, which I have ſet 
up 2 if ye be ready, that at what time 
ye hear the Sound of the Cornet, Flute, 
Harp, Sackbat, Pſattery and Dulcimer, and 
all kinds of Mafick, ye fall down and worſhip 
the Image, which I have made, well; hut i 
ye — not, ye ſhall be caſt the ſame Haur 
into the Midſt of 4 Burning Fiery Furnace, 
Ce. Dan. 3. 14, 15. Here we may ſee he 
made Enquiry at their own Mouths ; whe- 
ther the Report he had heard of them was 
true, yea or nay; and then offer'd them 
Conditions , whereby they might' eſcape 
the caſting into the burning fiery Furnace; 
whereas Man hath no Conditions offer'd 
him, according to this Doctrine, in order 


to his Eſcaping Eternal Miſery, but muſt 


be for ever tormented, for not doing that 
which he was never able to do? 


v4 QUERY 2 ö Why ſhould the Prophet 


Hoſea ſay, Hear ye the Word of the Lara, 
yo Children of Iſrael: For the Lord hath 4 


Controverſy with the Inhabitants of the Land, 


becauſe there is no Truth, nor Mercy, nor 
Kyowledge of God, in the Land, Hol. 4. 1. 
If God had abſolutely decreed (it) from 
Eternity that it ſhould be ſo? Wherefore 
ſhould his Controverſy be with _ if 

: Ss * > 


62890 


they could not do what he required of 
2 oh * * 0 


VERT ” And apain, pe did the 


Naber Joel ſay, Rent your Hearts, and not 
your" Garments, and turn to the Lord your 
God, for he is gracious, and merciful, ſſom 
* 2 an of great Kjndneſs ? &c. Joel 
2:\ x3. /-Forvif they were not in a Capa- 
city to tum unto the Lord, the Pro- 
Phets Exhortation was in vain. 75 


50 - QUERY 27. What was bh Reaſon the 
Prophet Amos ſaid to. the Children of 
Hrael, Seek the Lord and ye ſhall live, 
teaft "he break out like Fine i in the Houſe 


of Joſeph, and devdur it, and there be none © 


n guench it in Bethel, Amos 5. 6. If it 
was abſolutely decreed, that they could 
not ſeek him, that they might live? 


| A E RT 28. Why did the Lord 
threaten Eau, ſaying, For the Violence 
Sgainſt thy Brother Jacob, Shame ſhall cover 
thee, aud thou ſhalt be cut off for ever, if that 


bad not been the»Gaule ? As may be a 


in Obadiah, Ver, 10. 


(29) 


QUERT . 29. Why ſhould Jonah give 
this as a Reaſon for his Fleeing to Ter- 
ſhiſb, when he ſhould have gone to Niwe- 
veh, which God ſpared upon Repen- 
tance, ſaying to the Lord, I Fnewthat thou 
art 4 gracious God, Merciful, flow to A 
ger, and of great Kindneſs, and repenteſf 
thee of the Evil, Jon. 4. 1. If Man muſt 
be puniſh'd by an Abſolute Decree from 
Eternity; before he had a Being, or could 
fin againſt the Lord ? 


QUERY zo. Wherefore did the Prophet 


ſay, He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what i. 


Good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do Juſtly, and love Mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God ? Mic. 6. 8. 
If it were impoſſible for the greateſt part 
of Mankind, to attain unto this? Why 
ſhould God require it, if he had not put 
Man in a Capacity of doing it? Should 
we not account it Injuſtice even in Men, 
if they ſhould command us to do that, 
which they know we have no 'Power to 
perform ? i 


QUERY 31. Furthermore why ſhould 


the Prophet ſay, The Lord's ſlow to An. 


* ger 
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er (if it were not ſo) and great in 
ower,; and will not at all acquit the Wick- 

ed, Nah. 1. 3. If he bath no Regard to 
the Doings of Mankind, as according to 
this Doctrine, he hath not, but only to 
his own Abſolute Decree from Eter- 


nity ? 


WERT 32. Moreover why did the 
Prophet Habakkak ſay, I will ſtand upon 
my Watch, and ſet me upon the Tower, and 
will Watch to ſee what he will ſay unto me, 
and what I ſhall Anſwer , when I am re- 
proved, Hab. 2. 1. And not rather ſay, 
if I be one that's prædeſtinated to Life, 
I need do nothing but what I pleaſe, be 
it Good or Bad, it cannot alter Gods Ab- 
ſolute Decree; and if I be of that Number 
that's for Damnation, let my Diligence and 
Seeking be what it will, it will avail me 
nothing? x | 
+ QUERT zz. Why was it faid, It ſball 
come to paſs, at the time that I will ſearch 
Jeruſalem with Candles, and puniſh the Men 
that are ſettled on their Lees, that ſay in 
their Heart, the Lord will not do Good, 
neither will he do Evil; therefore their 
Goods ſhall become 4 Booty, and their Hou- 


ſes s Deſolation, and 1 will bring Diſtreſi 


upon 


and ſay, Te have Sown much, and bring 


(31) 
wpon Men, that they ſhall walk like Blind 
Men, becauſe they have ſinned againſt the 
Lord, and their Blood [hall be poured out 
4 Daft, and their Fleſh as the Dung, nei- 


ther their Silver, nor their Gold, ſhall be 


able to deliver them in the Day of the 
Lords Wrath, Zeph. 1. 12, 13, 17, 18. 
Was it not becaule they had ſinned againſt 
the Lord, that this Diftreſs was to come 
upon them? Therefore where is the Ab- 
ſolute Decree ? | 


QUERY 34. Wherefore did the Pro. 
phet Haggai call Gods People to conſider, 
what Circumſtances they were under, 


in little, ye eat, but have not enough ; ye 
drink, but are not filled with drink ; ye cloath 
you, but there is none warm, ye looked for 
much, and ſo, it came to little, and when: ye 
brought it home, 1 did blow upon it : Why, 
Saith the Lord of Hoſts? Becauſe of mine 
Houſe that is waſte, Hag. 1. 6, 9. Was 
it Gods Decree that his Houſe ſhould lye 
waſte, that his People might be puniſhed ? 
For according to this Predeſtinarian Do- 
ctrine, hath not God decreed, what ever 
cometh to paſs? 


9 QUE- 
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QUERY 35. Why did the Angel of the 
Lord ſay unto Joſhua, Thus ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, If thou wilt walk in my ways, and 
if thou wilt keep my Charge, then thou 
ſhalt "alſo judge my Houſe, and ſhalt alſo 
keep my Courts, and I will give thee Pla- 
ces to walk among thoſe that ſlaud by? 
Zech. 3. 7. May we not fee that it 
was upon Condition, that Joſhua was to 
be accepted of God, and to have ſuch 
a great Place, as to judge his Houſe ? But 
if Acceptance had been by an Abſolute 
Decree, might not Joſhua have had tt 
for ever, without any Conditions ? 


ERT 36.W hat was the Reaſon that 


the Prophet Zzchariah, exhorted Gods 
People in the Name of the Lord, ſaying, 
Execute true Judgment, and ſhew Mercy 
and Compaſſions every Man to his Brother, 


and oppreſs not the Widow, nor the Father: 


leſs, nor the Stranger, nor the Poor, and 
let none of you imagine evil againſt his 
Brother in your Heart: But they refu. 
ſed to hearken ; and pulled away the Shout: 
der, and ſtopped their Ears, that they ſhould 
not hear; yea, they made their Hearts as an 
Adamant Stone, &c. Therefore came 4 

| | | great 
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great Wrath 
Therefore it is come to paſs that as be 
tried, and they would not hear; ſo they 
cried and I would not hiar, faith the Lord 
of Hoſts, Zech. 7. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Now 


if it was becauſe that they obeyed not. 


the Voice of the Lord, by the Prophet, 
that the great Wrath came upon them, 
as is before expreſs'd; then it was not 
becauſe of any Abſolute Decree, for God 
is more Righteous, more Merciful, and 
more Juſt, than to bring Wrath upon 


from the Lord of Hoſts. 


8 


C | 


Men, for that which they could in n 
wiſe avoid ; and if it was Abſolutely d > 


weed from Eternity, how could they ſhun 
It ! 


©VERY 37. Moreover why did the 


Prophet Malachy ſay? Now, O ye Prieſts, 


this. Commandment is for you: If ye wilt 
mot hear, and if je will not lay" it to 
Heart, to give Glory unto my Name, 


ieh the Lord of Hoſts, I will even ſend 4 


Furſe upon you, and I will Curſe your Bleſ- 
fings; yea, I have Carſed them already, 


becauſe ye do not lay it to Fleart, Mal. 2. 


1, 2. Now whether they were Curſed, 


' becauſe they did not give Glory to the 
Lord's Name, nor let it take Impreſſion 


upon them, that 8 might keep his 


Covenant 


(34) 
Covenant ? or becauſe of an Abſolute De- 
cree from Eternity ? Tf any ſay by an Ab- 
ſolute Decree, do not they contradict God 
himſelf, and the Prophet, who ſpake in 
the Name of the Lord? 


e mig 2 


QUERY 38. Doth not this Predeſt ina. 
rian Doctrine make the Coming of 
Chriſt void, and his Prayers, Sermons 
and Exhortations ineffectual to a great 
part of Mankind? For if Men be of the 
Number that's elected Abſolutely to Sal- 
vation; what need have they to regard 
anyof theſe, but go on in what the 
Fleſh moſt delights in; but if they are 
predeſtinated to Damnation, it is neither 
Chriſt's Coming, Sermons or Prayer, 

Death, Reſurrection, or Aſcenſion', will 
do them any good; for according to the 
Doctrine of Abſolute Predeſtination, the 

Decree muſt ſtand, whether for Salvation 
or Damnation. 7 


QUVERT: 39, Whether the Man 
that came to Jeſus, and ask'd him, Good 
Maſter,” what ſhall. I do, that I may inhe« 
rit Eternal Life Mark 10. 17. Was hin- 

dred becauſe of God's Abſolute Decree, 
or becauſe he did not obſerve the Condi- * 
tions, upon whichChriſt promiſed it to . | 
9 99 VIZ, 
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viz, By Selling what he had, and give 
ing it to the Poor, and taking up his Croſs 


Abſolute Decree, do not we pervert 
Chriſt's Words, who told him (v. the 
Man) that he might have Treaſure in 
Heaven, if he obſerved the Conditions 
aforeſaid 2 


+ QUERY 4o. Why did the Angel 
declare the Birth and Coming of Chrift, 
to the Shepherds, Luke 2. 10. 
Behold, I bring you good Hydings of 
great Joy, which ſhall be to all People, &c ? 
And why did Old Simeon likewile con- 
frm it, when the Holy Ghoſt was upon 
zum, and he came by the Spirit into the 


Temple, verl, 25, 27. with theſe Words, 


Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart 
in Peace according to thy Word; for mine 
Hes have ſeen thy Salvation, which thou 
haſt prepared before the Face of all People, 4 
i to lighten the Gentiles, and the 


* Glory of thy Pecple Iſrael, verſ. 29, 30, 


$1, 32. If God had ſhut out the greateſt 
art of Mankind by an Abſolute De- 
eree. from Eternity, from receiving any 
Adyantage thereby? How are they good 
Tydings of great Joy to ſuch, who are 


C 2 


and following Chriſt? If we. ſay by an 


barr*d the Benefit by the aforelaid Pecree? 
E of 2 E. | 


b 


QUERY, 41. Why ſhould Jeſus 
declare of the great Love of God, as in 
Jobm 3. 16, 17, 18. And ſay, God ſo 
loved the World, that he gave his only be- 
otten San, that whoſoever (Mark he 
faith whoſoever ) believerh in him, 
ſhould not periſh , but have Everlaſting 
Life ; for God ſent not his Son into the 
World to Condemn the World, but that 
the World through him might be ſaved 
be chat believeth on him is not condemned; 
but he that believeth not, is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe he hath not believed in the 
Name of the only begotten Son of God: 
If the Doctrine of Abſolute Predeſtinati- 
on be true? For here we may ſee Con- 
demnation is pronounc'd by our Lord, 
becauſe of Mens Unbelief, Chriſt doth 
not ſay, God's Abſolute Decree from” E. 
ternity hath made it impoſſible for the 
greateſt part of Mankind, to have Eyer- 
laſting Life, but they that believe gt 
on him, whom God had ſent; but if e 
ſhould ſay God's Decree, hath made it 
impoſſible; will it not be a direct Cons 
tradicting of Chriſt ? * 


QUERT 42. Do not we read alſo in the 8 
Ads 10. 34; 35. that Peter ſpoke expreſly | 


(37) 
concerning acceptance with God, upon Con- 
ditions, when he ſaid, Of 4 Truth I perceive 
God is no Reſpetter of Perſons: bat in 
every. Nation he that fearth him, and 
worketh\ Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him ? 


And then where is the Decree that can 
- hinder Man from Acceptance with God, 


if he fear him, and work Righteouſ- 


"neſs? 


4 QUERT 43. Why ſhould the Apoſtle 


Paul ſay to the Romans, As by the Of. 


fence of one, Judgment came upon all Men 


to Condemnation ; even [0 


by the Righte- 


Pouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all 


Men. «unto Juſtification of Life, Rom. 5. 


18. If there had been an Abſolute De- 


cree from Eternity to the contrary ? But 


the Apoſtle ſpeaketh very plainly that the 
Free - Gift came upon all; and what is 


more {free than that which is come up- 


n all ? And therefore where is the Ab- 


ſolute Decree to the contrary ? 


> QUERT 44. Why ſhould the Apoſtle 
ſay, 1 Cor. 15. 22. For as in Adam all” 
Die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made as © 

live? And if Chriftt died for all that 


were Dead in Adam, then where is the 


Number decreed for Damnation, or tar 


have 


; (33) 
have. not the N of Salvation by 
Chrift : * 


© QUERY 45, Why ſhould the Apoſtle 


ay owing the Terror of the Lord, we 
Na Me 2 Cor. 5. 11. If he had 


delerel there was no Poſſibility of Sal- 


vation for the greater part of Man- 
kind? For according to this Predeſtinas 


Tian Doctrine, it doth appear there was 


not ; therefore to what purpoſe was it, 


or is it, to perſwade any? For they who 
are elected to Salvation by this Abſo- 
lute Decree, ſtand in need of no Per- 
ſwaſion; and thoſe that are Predeſtinated 
to Damnation, it will do them no good; 


ſo according to this Doctrine, the a- 


poſtle's Labour ſeems to be in vain. 


QUERY 46. Moreovet why ſhould the 
Apoſtle be ſo fervent to Preach the Word 


of God, Coloſ. 1. 28. ſay ing, Whom wet” 


Preach, warning every Man; and teachin 
every Man in all Wiſdom, that we may pri 
ſent every Man perfect in Chr iſt Jeſus, i 


God had made Salvation impoſſible to . 
the greater part of Mankind, by an Ab- 


ſolute Decree from Eternity : ? 


E- 
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, Fe (39) 
4 + QUERT 47. Furthermore, why ſhould 
the Apoſtle Paul ſay „1 Tim. 2. 1, 2, 3, 4 
1 exhort therefore that Supplicat ions, Pray- 


tle ers, &c. be made for all Men; but that 
we he affirmed it to be good and acceptable 
ad | in the Sight of God our Savionr, who mil 
al- have all Men to be ſaved, and come to the 
in- Kyowledge of the Truth? Where then is 
la“ the Abſolute Decree? © - 

7As n l 
it, QUERY 48. Why did the Apoſtle Pe. 
ho + ter ſay, The Lord is not (lack concerning 
* * his Promiſe (as ſome Men count Slack- 


; weſs ) but long « ſuffering to us-ward, not 
ted — that > ug periſh, but that all 
. ſhould come to Repentance , 2 Pet. 3. g. 
* f there had been an Abſolute. Decree 
from Eternity, of Predeſtinating ſome to 
Damnation, as according to this Do- 


the QUtrine, ſome are ſo predeſtinated ? Now 
ord I hether did the Apoſtle ſpeak Truth, 
1 ea, or Nay ? who plainly declared, that 
a it is not Gods Will, That any ſbould pe- 
pre! , but that all ſhould come to Nepen- 
ik | tance ? Therefore conſider what kind of 


* 1 Doctrine that is, which giveth God and 
Ab- I Chriſt the Contradiction, as well as the 
Holy Prophets, and Apoſtles; Openeth 

I a door of Careleſneſs and Security to 
E. ſome, and maketh the Coming of Chriſt, 
| | and £ 


1 


(40) 
and the Preaching of the -Goſpel wholly 
uſeleſs and ineffeCtual to others. O that 
the Vail of Ignorance and Blindneſs, that 


is upon the Minds of the Maintainers of 
this Doctrine, were taken off, that they 
might come to {ce the Glory of the Pure 
Evangelical Doctrine and Miniſtry, where- 
in the Love of God is held forth to all 
the Sons and Daughters of Men, upon 
their Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who tat. 
ed Death for every Man, Heb. 2. 9. And 
is the Propitiation for our Sins; and not 
for ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole World, 1 John 2. 2. The Light, 
the Way, the Truth, the Life, and be- 
des whom, there is no Saviour. 


Shatton the 3d Month 1704. 


EHOLD I ſtand at the Door, and knock; if any 
Man hear my Voice, and open the Door, I will con 
in to bim, and will Sup with him, and be with me, 
Revel. Jo 20. | l 5 g 

And the Spirit and the Bride ſay, come. \ And tes 
bim that beareth, ſay, come. And let him that is « Thirſt, 
come : And whoſoever will, Jet bim tale the Water off 
Life freely, Rev. 22. 17. 


F INI S. 


